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Olivier Norek 
Olivier Norek is a lieutenant in Greater Paris police investigation Bureau with 18 years 
experience. He is the author of three widely acclaimed best-selling thrillers and winner 
of several prestigious literary prizes.
He wrote the scrip for season 6 of Engrenages (Spiral) T.V. series, sold in 70 countries 
worldwide.

THRILLER

No-Man’s Land

« Great thriller writing. » L’Express
« Will blow you away… A perfectly realised first thriller. » Le Figaro littéraire – Pick of the year 
« The master of the thriller. » Elle
« A terrific page turner that pulls no punches. » Librairie Mollat 
« Electroshock! » Le Point 
« Literature with a big L. The final pages are a model in suspense. » François Busnel, « La Grande Librairie » 
« A superlative intrigue – a thriller not to be missed. » RTL 
« Thrillers are dark. Thrillers are Norek. » Stéphane Bourgoin 
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Olivier Norek moves away from the Paris Suburbs – 
and delivers yet again with this impeccable plot full of 
twists and turns, and his unique ability to find huma-
nity in the darkest places. 

Fleeing a murderous regime and a war-torn country, 
Adam has sent his wife Nora and daughter Maya 6 000 
kilometres away to a place where they can wait for him 
in safety. The plan is for him to join them quickly and 
organise their new life together.   
However, when he arrives he finds they have disappea-
red. What he discovers is a lawless no-man’s land for 
damned souls in which the police dare not set foot, 
giving carte blanche to a murderer…  
From the very first crime, Adam decides to get involved.  
Why? Simply because he’s a cop and because confronted 
with the fading hope that he will see Nora again, it’s the 
only way to stop himself going mad.  
Bastien is a French policeman who knows this anarchic 
territory and the terrors it holds. When the foreign cop 
asks for his help, it forces him to open his eyes to the rea-
lity and make a choice – even if it places him in danger. 
This is a thriller that is monstrously human, «inevitably» 
human. No good guys on one side and bad guys on the 
other - just mutual fears that demand only to be ap-
peased. Overwhelming.

•	Realistic without sentimentality, with enthralling mo-
ments of emotion.

•	A topical subject with wide ranging implications
•	Harsh situations yet humanity. Masterful handling of 

suspense
•	Olivier Norek, Michel Lafon’s thriller « hope » fulfils 

his promise!
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Original title: 
Entre deux mondes
480 pp.
October 2017

Material Available: pdf

Under offer in Germany

Highlight



THRILLER

Code 93

High voltage

Turfs
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Original title: Code 93
368 pp.
April 2013
Material Available: pdf
Rights SOLD: Czech Republic 
(Prah – 3 book deal)

Literary Prizes
Prix du Quai de la Rapée – Prix Classé 
premier 

Original title: Territoire
350 pp.
May 2014
Material Available: pdf
Rights SOLD: Czech Republic 
(Prah – 3 book deal)

Literary Prizes
Prix Sang pour sang polar – Plume 
d’argent au prix Plume libre

Original title: Surtensions
480 pp.
April 2016
Material Available: pdf
Rights SOLD: Czech Republic (Prah – 
3 book deal), Spain (Grijalbo: PRH)
TV adaptation rights sold to Kwai Pro-
ductions

Literary Prizes
– Grand Prix des Lectrices de Elle 2017 
– Grand Prix du Polar européen 
awarded by Le Point – Finalist for: Prix 
Maison de la presse – Prix Landerneau 
du polar – Prix Express BFM – Prix 
Polar à Cognac
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Olivier Norek 
The Capitaine Coste Trilogy

An emasculated corpse opens his eyes on the autopsy 
table. A mobile phone rings from inside the body of a 
young drug addict, dead from inexplicable burns. Des-
pite his 15 years in the field in the toughest Paris ban-
lieues, police captain Victor Coste prepares for the worst. 
And what about the anonymous letters hinting to a first 
track, that of a mysterious file, the “Code 93”?
From the banlieues’s most deprived neighbourhoods to 
the classiest Parisians quartiers, this track will take Capi-
taine Coste beyond the limits of his turf – and his reason. 

Since Captain Victor Coste’s last investigation, things 
seem much quieter at the SDPJ 93... but his increasingly 
close-knit team has little time to enjoy the breather. In 
the space of just one week, three young drug kingpins are 
summarily executed and the police officers find them-
selves caught up in a brutal, inexplicable war. 
Bricks of cocaine stashed in pensioners’ homes, the 13-year-
old boss of a psycho gang, shadowy militias recruited in 
boxing clubs funded by the local authority, a deputy major 
found tortured and murdered in his apartment, a politi-
cian’s daughter coming under fire as she leaves school... 
Coste is dealing with a gang of merciless outlaws who all 
seem intent on triggering a bloody revolution. 
Who is responsible for this growing slaughter, which 
threatens to rip the city apart? 
Olivier Norek brilliantly crafted second novel plunges us 
into a new series of naturally human tragedies, lighte-
ned only by the cop’s humor. Its tangled web of criminal 
intrigues (not nearly as fictional as one might hope) is 
set in a sinister world where even the killers are puppets. 

Will a sister agree to a risky deal to get her brother out 
of the most dangerous prison in France? How far will a 
father go to save his family from four predators who have 
invaded his house and who intend to stay there? How 
did ve criminals – a paedophile, a murderer, a former 
Serbian legionnaire, a kidnapper and an armed roober 
– end up in the same story and why does Coste venture 
into this nest of vipers, endangering his loved ones? 
Lost souls, murders for love, fallen angel cops: the path 
of revenge sometimes leads to redemption... 
In this last volume of the Captain Coste trilogy, Olivier 
Norek pushes his characters to breaking point – and 
when a member of his team is threatened, Coste em-
braces his demons. 

Best-seller

copies sold250 000
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Anne Idoux-Thivet 
Anne Idoux-Thivet is a qualified history teacher and specialist in medieval history. 
She has written several scientific articles for local history reviews and a non-fiction 
work entitled  Ecouter l’autisme (Listening To Autism, Ed. Autrement 2009). L’Atelier 
des souvenirs is her first novel. 

UPMARKET FICTION / FEELGOOD

The Workshop Of Memories

Readers’ reviews 

«Very cleverly written so you have the time to take in all the characters’ pieces of writing as well as get involved 
with the plot and the characters themselves. They are all likeable and believable.»

«An original setting (two old people’s homes!), a whole line-up of very likeable secondary characters (the « little 
oldies ») and a heroine who is a bit of a loser: all elements that make for a really good read.» 

« I bought the book this morning and spent all day reading it.  It’s as fresh and light as a newly-baked 
sponge cake. »
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What if writing could bring different generations closer?
A fresh, light debut novel 

When she inherits her grandmother’s house in the 
Meuse region, Alice decides to give up her aimless life 
as a PhD student in Paris and settle in the countryside 
where she begins holding writing workshops in two old 
people’s homes.  Suzanne, Germaine, Jeanne, Elisabeth, 
Georges, Lucien... the elderly people she meets along 
the way are all as adorable as each other. 
As the workshops progress, they reveal bits of their 
past and grow attached to the young woman, sensing 
her loneliness. Determined to make her happy again, 
the cheerful band of pensioners take on the mission of 
helping her find love! 
A real stylistic masterclass, The Workshop Of Memories hi-
ghlights each of its characters in turn via the texts writ-
ten during the workshops that introduce each chapter.  
This finely-crafted feelgood novel with its amusing, mo-
ving cast of secondary characters is a perceptive study 
of loneliness, nostalgia, friendship, tenderness and love. 

•	Powerful emotions: the reader is taken from laughter 
to tears

•	Likeable, authentic characters
•	 Stylish writing 
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Original title: L’atelier des souvenirs
210 pp.
January 2018

Material Available: pdf

Highlight
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Amélie Antoine 
Amélie Antoine’s bestselling debut novel, Fidèle au poste, was an immediate suc-
cess when it was released in France, winning the first Prix Amazon de l’auto-edition 
(Amazon France Self-Publishing Prize) Published by Michel Lafon, it sold 250.000 
copies and was translated in many languages. L’attente is her third novel. She lives in 
northern France with her husband and two children.

PSYCHOLOGICAL SUSPENSE

Expectations
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He knows everything about her. Except the truth.

Fairy tales usually end in the same way: “And so they 
lived happily ever after and had lots of children.” 

But life is not a fairy tale.

Two couples, two stories, four destinies that collide…

Mathilde and Adrien love each other and have almost 
given up hope of ever being able to have a child.  They 
will go to any length to finally to start a family, their 
family.

Yascha and Elodie have become parents without choo-
sing – when it was actually the last thing they wanted.

Two couples who have nothing in common and who 
should never have met – if fate had not decided othe-
rwise.  

Amid coincidences and things that seem meant to be, 
little arrangements with the truth and great betrayals, 
none of them will ever be the same again. 

A story that is recounted backwards, beginning with the 
end: the novel opens with Mathilde finding out she is pre-
gnant.  And then the reader follows the thread back in 
time to understand what has brought the couple to this 
point – and what extremes people can go to when they 
want a child at any price. 
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Original title: L’Attente
350 pp.
March 2018

Material Available: pdf

Best-selling

Author
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PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPSPENSE

Tears Of A Clown
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The story of a father and son who could never connect.

This is the story of a comedian at the height of his suc-
cess, adored by one and all, but who thinks he does not 
deserve any of it 

A man universally envied and admired but whom no-
body truly knows.  

A wounded man who desperately clings to laughter like 
a lifebuoy.  

It is also the story of a boy who wanted a father who 
was less absent, a misunderstood boy growing up with 
unsatisfied hopes – a boy who had let himself be eaten 
up with anger and resentment.

It is the story of celebrity and life in the limelight but, 
above all, the story of a father and son who could never 
connect.  

•	An original talent and an acute observer of human 
emotions.
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Original title: Quand on n’a que 
l’humour
424 pp.
May 2017

Material Available: pdf

Rights SOLD: Iran.

PB rights SOLD Title : Les silences

Loved by critics, bookshops and bloggers :

« Amélie Antoine carries her reader with panache. » Closer
« Masterful, dazzling, moving, poignant. This book is magical. » FNAC Grenoble
« Amélie Antoine is a born storyteller. » Cultura Trignac
« Amélie Antoine offers a magnificent novel, a fine study of human emotions, moving and fascinating ! » Blog Ma 
bibliothèque bleue
« An incredibly gentle writing, a lullaby. » Blog Beltane lit en secret

Amélie Antoine  
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Brigitte Pilote 
Brigitte Pilote was born in 1966 in Montreal, Canada. She has worked as a researcher 
and a scriptwriter for the screen. Her debut novel, Mémoire d’une enfant manquée, 
received rave reviews when it was first published in Canada. Motel Lorraine is her 
second novel.

UPMARKET FICTION

Motel Lorraine 
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On April 4th 1968, Martin Luther King was brutally 
murdered in Motel Lorraine, Memphis. Ten years later, 
a psychic mother and her two daughters find refuge in 
the same hotel room, left empty since the tragic event.
 
In this second novel, Brigitte Pilote portrays complex 
characters that epitomize fall and rebirth. Motel Lorraine 
tackles a serious and universal subject: making one’s 
place in the sun. 

The year is 1977. Sonia, a fortune teller on the run, and 
her two daughters Louisiana and Georgia take refuge 
in a motel. The room 306 of the Lorraine Motel has 
been unoccupied since that infamous April 4, 1968, 
when Martin Luther King was assassinated there. They 
share their destiny with the sublime Alabama, with 
Jacqueline Smith the motel chambermaid, with Grace 
DePriest, the choir director of a small Baptist church, 
and with Lonzie, the ex-con turned photographer for 
his friend Aaron. 

Sonia, the mother is unsteady. Louisiana suffers from 
eating disorders and Georgia is saved by her voice 
and her songs. Each in their own way, these charac-
ters whose destinies become intertwined personify the 
dream of equality for which the Reverend King gave his 
life. But what weight will their ambitions and actions 
have in this Memphis still marked by racial divisions?

•	Two rival sisters in Memphis in the eighties, raised in 
a motel room by an unsteady mother.

•	Complex characters that epitomize fall and rebirth. 
•	Motel Lorraine tackles a serious and universal sub-

ject: making one’s place in the sun.
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Original title: Motel Lorraine 
246 pp.
September 2017

Material Available: pdf

« Motel Lorraine does’t merely evoke Memphis, it transports you. » Le Soleil
« An ode to dreams and resilience. » Huffington Post Quebec
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Gilles Vervisch  
Born in 1974 in Rouen, France, Gilles Vervisch is a philosophy lecturer. He is the author 
of numerous works that aim to make philosophy accessible by engaging with pop culture 
and topics of general interest, including Star Wars - La philocontre-attaque, (Star Wars: 
Philosophy Strikes Back), and Comment ai-je pu croire au Père Noël ? (How Could I Have 
believed in Father Christmas). His ability to talk about philosophy in a simple 
and entertaining manner have made him a regular guest on TV and radio shows.

PHILOSOPHICAL THRILLER

Plato’s Secret 
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What if myths were real?

Eminent philosophy teacher Eugène Loeve has taken 
his students to the island of Santorini, Crete, off which 
some claim Atlantis is submerged. Plato first wrote 
about the myth of Atlantis – but for him, this continent 
really existed and Professor Loeve seems to share his 
opinion!  When he mysteriously disappears, is it be-
cause he was close to discovering the truth?

Three of his students set off to find him: Étienne, the 
narrator of the novel, an anxious metaphysician who 
finds his only solace in philosophy; Cali, an inquisitive 
conspiracy theorist and dabbler; and the mysterious 
Phalène, a more rational thinker who is trying her hand 
at cultural journalism. They go on an extraordinary ad-
venture that will take them from Crete to Italy, passing 
through France and ending up in a cave in Athens that 
could hold the key to the mystery. 

However, this is more than an adventure novel: through 
their discussions with their teachers and their travels, 
the students engage with a philosophical question that 
concerns us all.

•	A fictional background that makes philosophy enga-
ging and accessible.

•	 Similar to Sophie’s World, by Jostein Gaarder and The 
Rule Of Four by Ian Caldwell & Dustin Thomason. 

•	Very relevant to our age: it addresses life’s fundamental 
questions.
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Original title: Le secret de Platon
384 pp.
February 2018

Material Available: soon

Highlight
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Maxence Fermine
Maxence Fermine was born in 1968 in Savoy, France. His singular talent for poetic 
prose has garnered plaudits and attention since publication of his bestselling debut 
novel Neige (Snow), translated in 20 languages. A multi-talented author, he writes for 
adults and children and has published a dozen novels with Albin Michel and Michel 
Lafon. 

LITERARY FICTION

Shaman
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A sensitive, profound subject matter.

The day Richard Adam really understood he had only 
one life to live, he had never been so close to the sky 
– balancing on a steel girder almost 60 metres from 
the ground.  From this vantage point, the view seemed 
incredible and life terribly fragile.  He had never really 
suffered from vertigo. Until today. His mother had died 
in the night.  
Adam decides to take his mother’s body back onto Na-
tive American territory and so undertakes a mystical 
journey tracing his ancestors’ footsteps in the heart of 
the Canadian wilderness. As he reconnects with his ori-
gins, guided by his totem animal the wolf, he discovers 
in himself the shamanic gift of communicating with the 
spirits of nature… 

13

Original title: Chaman
224 pp.
October 2017

Material Available: pdf

LITERARY FICTION

Zen
An impossible and passionate love story played out 
against a Japanese background of silence and delicate art.
A striking work in which poetry meets fiction.

Every day, from dawn to dusk, Master Kuro practised 
the subtle art of calligraphy. An activity in which the 
distinction between painting and writing was so blur-
red that it seemed invisible. 
When calligraphy prodigy Yuna comes to ask for help 
to perfect hes art, Master Kuro hesitates. Although 
Yuna dreams of being his pupil, he is not sure she will 
be up to the rigours demanded by such teaching.  Won 
over by Yuna’s sincerity and motivation, he accepts her 
as his disciple, submitting her to a daily routine of sa-
crifice and trials in the quest for perfect harmony and 
equilibrium, key to the mastery of their art. However, as 
the seasons pass, their proximity awakens within them 
a sensuality they dare not acknowledge.  

•	A novel in the vein of Neige, a best-seller with over 
300 000 copies sold.

•	A window into oriental wisdom and the fascinating 
art of Japanese calligraphy.

Original title: Zen
168 pp.
October 2015

Material Available: pdf

Rights SOLD: Latvia

Best-selling

Author
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Guillaume Chérel  
Guillaume Chérel is a journalist and writer who came to particular notice in 2016 
with his pastiche novel Un bon écrivain est un écrivain mort (The only good writer 
is a dead one).

PUNK THRILLER

Corpse, Vultures And Lemon Chicken
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An off-the-wall, irrestible thriller against a backdrop of 
political intrigue.

Jérôme Beauregard, fortysomething dilettante who 
spends his days in his Paris apartment dreaming of ad-
ventures, gets a call from his old friend Pat, now living in 
Mongolia.  Caught up in a sordid affair after the murder 
of a Chinaman, Pat calls on him for help and lures him 
out to the capital, Oulan Bator, with an offer of hard 
cash.  Bodyguard, detective and cash escort in turn, 
Jérôme is thrown into the thick of an adventure where 
everything is up for grabs and where he rubs shoulders 
with politicians, businessmen and contract killers. His 
mission is to dodge bullets, betrayals and imposters and 
resist the charms of the women with whom his path is 
littered.    

•	A breathless, comic thriller 
•	Mongolia, a novelistic backdrop that has become very 

popular through Ian Manook’s Yeruldelgger (almost 
200,000 copies sold).
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Original title: Cadavre, vautours et 
poulet au citron
352 pp.
February 2018

Material Available: pdf
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Carène Ponte  
Born in 1980, Carène Ponte had always dreamt of becoming a writer. Winner 
of the 2014 E-crire aufeminin Award for her short story Rendez-vous à 18h, she has 
published two novels, A ThankYou Too Far and You Promised You Would Live For Me, 
both published by Michel Lafon. She is also a lawyer, a popular blogger on Des mots 
et moi, and a mother. 
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WOMEN’S FICTION / FEELGOOD

With Ifs and Maybes

Maxine, a French teacher in a secondary school, is 
single and shares a flat with Claudia, a militant vegan 
eco-warrior.  Her grandmother Moune, a larger-than-
life character who did not let age stop her being young at 
heart, died in a car accident three years earlier. Maxine 
was the driver at the time of the accident. In legacy, she 
bears a scar below her ear and a heavy sense of guilt.  

With her two best friends and colleagues, Samya and 
Audrey, Maxine ruminates about what her life would 
have been if she had made different decisions, both in 
terms of fleeting experiences and of more serious matters 
such as career choices. She had originally contemplated 
becoming a journalist, for example, but the morning she 
was supposed to take the competitive entrance exam, 
she had broken her ankle on leaving the house.  She had 
taken it as a bad omen and eventually decided to go into 
teaching rather than journalism, without realising that 
she had in fact been making a real choice in doing so.  

One evening she listens to a favourite radio programme. 
The guest of the show, Gilbert Musso, a vague relation 
of famous author Guillaume Musso, talks about his first 
novel, entitled “With ifs and maybes”.  It tells the story 
of a young woman who is given the opportunity to live, 
during a month, the parallel life she would have lived if 
she had made different choices.  

Maxine goes to bed after the programme totally fasci-
nated by what she has heard. When she wakes up the 
following morning, she discovers that her life has totally 
changed.  
  
•	A feel-good novel with colourful characters that pon-

ders the choices we make in life in a light-hearted, 
humorous way.  

Original title: Avec des si et 
des peut-être
300 pp.
June 2018

Material Available soon

« Avec des si et des peut-être » 
is a feelgood novel with colourful 
characters that ponders the choices 
we make in life in a light-hearted, 
humorous way.  

Highlight
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Carène Ponte

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

You Promised You Would Live For Me

A romantic comedy about second chances in life, love, 
female friendship, and self-fulfillment.

Molly would never have imagined she would outlive 
her best friend, Marie. However, before her sudden 
death from breast cancer, Marie makes her a legacy 
that ensures she will live on. She gets Marie to make a 
promise: to live for both of them and to get out of her 
unhappy daily rut.
Doubting that Molly will take the commitment seriously,  
Marie leaves her 12 letters to open after her death –  
letters that will lead her to a new life. They ask her to buy 
a Christmas tree, spend a weekend in Grenoble, read 
erotic books, take tango lessons... and lead her to unex-
pected and life-changing meetings! 

Original title: Tu as promis que tu 
vivrais pour moi 
368 pp.
May 2017

Material Available: pdf

1 500 copies sold in France 
in hardcover within 4 weeks 

Rights SOLD: Italy (Garzanti, pre-empt), 
Germany (Penguin Verlag, pre-empt)

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

A Thank You Too Far

A spirited, funny romantic comedy « à la française »

If one had to describe Juliette in a single word, « unre-
markable » would be the first one to spring to mind.  
Since childhood, Juliette has always done what was 
expected of her, putting her own dreams to one side so 
as to please and not disappoint. Result: at the age of 30, 
she leads a monotonous life in which the highlight of 
her day is choosing whether to have lasagne or sushi 
for dinner.  

Yet deep inside, Juliette wants to shout from the roof-
tops that she is not this young woman without a per-
sonality.  She wants to tell her neighbour that she finds 
him attractive. And above all, she wants to fulfil her 
dream of becoming a writer. As Juliette will find out 
through thanks – a thank you too many - it is never too 
late to become yourself. She has no idea, however, just 
what will happen as a result (giving in her notice, a love 
story and … a surprise!).
  
•	An Online Success 
•	The best seller from the self-publishing house Libri-

nova (partner of the Authors’ Library created by 
Cultura): over 3 500 copies sold in 5 months.  

Original title: Un Merci De Trop
256 pp.
June 2016

Material Available: pdf

Literary Prizes
– 2014 e-écrire auféminin Award 
(past winners include Olivier Norek 
and Virginie Grimaldi)
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Agnès Martin-Lugand 
Agnès Martin-Lugand was born in Saint Malo, France. A psychology major, she turned 
towards writing and initially published her first novel, Les gents heureux lisent et 
boivent du café (Happy People Read and Drink Coffee), as a self-edition via Amazon’s 
Kindle platform on December 2012. Published by Michel Lafon, it sold more than 
500.000 copies in France, was translated in more than 20 languages and is soon to be 
made into a motion picture. She has since published four more novels with Michel 
Lafon, all major bestsellers. 
A Frankfurt BookFair 2017 Guest of Honour.

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

I Can’t Get That Music Out Of My Mind
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When a couple in love meets a man who envies their 
happiness, the poisonous threesome turns a love story 
into a psychological thriller. 

Yanis and Véra, both about fourty years old, seem to 
have it all. Their love for each other has never waned 
and they are the parents of three wonderful children. 
The only dark cloud on the horizon is the increasingly 
strained relationship between Yanis, a talented self-
taught builder, and his architect partner Luc, who is 
Véra’s brother. Luc is as pragmatic and cautious as Yanis 
is creative and innovative. The partenership between 
Yanis and Luc is on the rocks because of a new projetc 
Luc refuses to have anything to do with. Encouraged by 
his wife and funded by Tristan, a fortuitous and unex-
pected client, Yanis nally realises his dream and sets up 
on his own. 
But the dream starts to seem more like a nightmare 
and Yanis looses both money and faith in himself, he 
sees his mariage begin to fall apart. And Tristan seems 
to have some kind of hidden agendas... What if eve-
rything that happens was planned... Can Yanis escape 
the downward spiral without sucking Véra into it with 
him? Will their relationship survive the ambitions of 
those around them? 

•	A psychological suspense similar to The Talented Mr 
Ripley where a guy sneaks into your life for obscure 
reasons…

•	The alternating points of view of the three main cha-
racters bring an innovative and exciting rhythm to 
the novel 
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Original title: 
J’ai toujours cette musique dans la tête 
364 pp.
March 2017

Material Available: pdf

Over 100 000 copies sold 

Rights SOLD: Russia (Corpus / AST), 
Slovakia, (Albatros Media), Romania 
(Trei), Czech Republic (Albatros Media), 
Bulgaria (ERA).

Best-selling

readers
Author
2 million



WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

Sorry, Someone’s Waiting For Me
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A passionate love affair that will thrill readers 

In 10 years, Yaël has gone from being a carefree party 
girl to an ambitious career woman who lives for her job. 
When her first love suddenly shows up on the scene 
once again, her fragile equilibrium is threatened. 

•	Readers,	who	accompany	Yaël	throughout	the	book	as	
she gets back to her youthful carefree attitude and ener-
gy, will feel tremendous empathy for this new heroine. 
•	 A	 timeless	 tale	 of	 friendship,	 vacation	 and	 simple	
pleasures that makes this a real feel-good novel.

Original title: Désolée, je suis attendue
400 pp.
April 2016 

Material Available: pdf

Over 200 000 copies sold 

Rights SOLD: Russia (Corpus / AST), 
Bulgaria, (Era), Slovakia (Albatros Media), 
Czech Republic (Albatros Media), Roma-
nia, (Trei)
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Agnès Martin-Lugand 

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

Happiness Slips Through My Fingers

As the woman’s search for her true self unfolds, the novel 
carries us off on a magnificent and gripping adventure.

Iris has been in love with fashion since early childhood. 
She is now a young woman resigned to a provincial 
middle-class existence. The doctor she married neglects 
her, and her job bores her to tears. All that changes one 
day. Determined to follow her own star, and win back 
her husband, Iris applies for a training course in a pres-
tigious fashion workshop in Paris. 
In Paris, she discovers a whole new world. She realizes 
just how talented a designer she is and meets Marthe, a 
disturbing, dictatorial muse of the fashion world, and 
Gabriel, an irritating but irresistibly charming Lotha-
rio… with a secret! 

•	Engaging characters & skillful character analysis.
•	A woman who takes control of her life, a love story 

and plot twists that keep the reader gripped right up 
until the final page. 

•	 Set in Paris and the fashion world: velvet curtains and 
parquet flooring echoing to the tread of stiletto heels.

Original title: Entre mes mains, le 
bonheur se faufile
336 pp.
June 2014

Material Available: pdf

Over 260 000 copies sold 

Rights SOLD: German (Blanvalet), 
Italian (Sperling & Kupfer), Spanish 
(Alfaguara), Russian (Corpus), Ukranian 
(Staroho Leva), Korea (Balgunsesang), 
Czech republic (Motto), Slovakia (Motto), 
Japan (TAC. Co), Romanian (Trei).



WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

Happy People Read And Drink Coffee
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The acute voice of a woman who tries to get herself toge-
ther after the death of her husband and daughter in a 
car accident.
A heart-breaking novel about grief, love and recons-
truction, in the vein of Anna Gavalda & Cecilia Ahern. 

This is the story of Diane, a woman paralysed by her 
pain, who one day decides to run away from the people 
and places that bind her to the unbearable memories of 
her daughter and husband. She leaves for a small Irish 
seaside town where she settles down in a cottage owned 
by a colourful couple, whose nephew Edward lives right 
across the street. When the two meet, they immediately 
hate each other. Slowly, Diane and Edward lower their 
guard, and love is right around the corner.  

Original title: Les gens heureux lisent 
et boivent du cafe
208 pp.
June 2013

Material Available: pdf

Over 500 000 copies sold in France

Soon to be adapted as a movie 
by Weinstein co.

Rights SOLD: English World Rights 
(Perseus Books), Germany (Blanvalet), Italy 
(Sperling & Kupfer), Spain (Alfaguara), 
Netherlands (Mistral), Israel (Kinneret), 
Poland (Wielka Litera), Norway (Cappe-
len Damm), Estonia (Tanapaev), Bulgaria 
(Era), Russia (Corpus / AST), China 
(Thinkingdom Media Group Ltd. & Emily 
Publishing ), Portugal (Guerra y Paz), 
Turkey, Korea Munhaksegye-sa), Latvia 
(SIA J.L.V), Lithuania (Baltu LAnku), Ukra-
nia (Staroho Leva), Romania (Trei), Serbia 
(Laguna), Hungary (Libri), Greece (Mati), 
Slovakia (Motto), Czech Republic (Motto), 
Sweden (Forum Bokforlaget), Croatia 
(UNDER OFFER)
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Agnès Martin-Lugand

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

Don’t Worry, Life’s Easy

The sequel to Happy People Read And Drink Coffee.

Diane came back from Ireland a year ago. Since then, 
she has turned the page on her stormy relationship with 
Edward and is now determined to rebuild her life in 
Paris. Helped by Félix, she is focuses on getting her lite-
rary café back on track. She meets Olivier. He is kind 
and thoughtful, and above all understands that she does 
not want another child. Diane knows she will never get 
over the loss of her daughter, so motherhood is no lon-
ger an option, but she may have a future with Olivier... 
at least, she thinks so. 
When Olivier takes her to an exhibition on Ireland, it 
stirs up old memories. And suddenly, she hears Ed-
ward’s voice. But what is he doing in Paris? Why did he 
not let her know? Or get in touch? Faced with this hail 
of questions, Edward remains cold and unresponsive. 
Apparently, he, too, has drawn a line under their love. 
But has he? 

Original title: La vie est facile, 
ne t’inquiète pas
320 pp.
April 2015

Material Available: pdf

Over 250 000 copies sold 

Rights SOLD: Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), 
English World Rights (Perseus Books), 
Spain (Alfaguara), Germany (Blanvalet), 
Romania (Trei), Portugal (Penguin Random 
House), Russia (Corpus / AST), Bulgaria 
(Era), Hungary (Libri), Ukrain (Staroho 
Leva), Latvia (SIA J.L.V.), Greece (Mati), 
Czech Rep. (Motto / Albatros Media), 
Slovakia (Albatros Media).

« The marvellous novel of Agnès Martin-Lugand, that I read in one breath, 
surprised me, moved me to tears and filled me with admiration. It’s the most 
stimulating literary find of these days. » Maria Fasce / Alfaguara / Spain. 
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Aurélie Valognes 
Aurélie Valognes is a leading figure of French feel-good fiction. She was born 
and raised near Paris, France. After an early career in marketing as a brand manager, 
a move from her home country for an international assignment in Italy rekindled 
her love of writing. Her first novel, Mémé dans les orties (Out of Sorts), was originally 
published on Amazon and quickly became a bestseller in France. She lives in Milan 
with her husband and two sons.

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

Will You Ever Change?
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People are often very nervous about meeting their parents-
in-law for the first time. But what if it were parents who 
should fear their daughters-in-law? 

Jacques, patriarch of the family and married to Martine 
for 40 years, has his life turned upside-down when his 
three daughters-in-law arrive on the scene. He makes 
every effort to try to soften his forceful character but 
it soon becomes clear that his very temperament is in-
compatible with that of his daughters- in-law – who are 
determined to impose their rules. 
A cutting comedy about couples and family relationships, 
for better and for worse – but above all for our great 
entertainment! 

•	A feel-good novel in the vein of Out Of Sorts, which 
sold 200,000 copies in France. 

•	A funny, moving study of family relationships with 
memorable and colourful characters. 
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Original title: Nos adorables belles 
filles 
256 pp.
May 2016

Material Available: 
pdf, English translation

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

Out Of Sorts

A novel brimming with life that will have you smiling 
from start to finish

Ferdinand Brun is an odd man. He is the kind of elderly 
gentleman who takes no pleasure in life and remains 
doggedly bored to death (or maybe bored to live). Like 
a parasite, he spends his time planning the nastiest pos-
sible tricks to upset and annoy the people around him. 
Then one day, a knot comes loose and his only friend, 
Daisy the dog, disappears. Ferdinand’s life is in ruins. 
When 10-year-old Juliette and Béatrice, the geekiest of 
grandmothers, literally break down his door and enter 
his world, though, Ferdinand nds himself forced to ac-
cept radical change. Emerging from his cocoon at last, 
he realizes it is never too late to start living. Mémé dans 
les orties follows the hilarious trials and tribulations 
of a strange octogenarian who has severe relationship 
issues... with the women he meets especially! 

Original title: Mémé dans les orties 
288 pp.
2015

Material Available: 
pdf, English translation

Rights SOLD: Germany (Amazon), 
in Italy (Newton Compton), Korea and 
China.

Film option 

Best-selling

readers
Author
1 million
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Laure Manel
Laure Manel is a school teacher. Her first novel, La délicatesse du homard, has expe-
rienced an incredible online success. 

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

The Fragility Of Lobsters
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An online success
What is Elsa escaping from?

This is a novel of two voices. Two voices that talk and 
keep silent, about themselves. Two voices that also give 
space to horses, the wind flattening the dune grasses, 
the backwash that splashes against the river bank and 
the memories washed-up on the sand… 

François, manager of a riding centre in Brittany, finds a 
young woman unconscious beneath high rocks. About 
to call the emergency services, he impulsively changes 
his mind without understanding why and takes her 
back to his home to look after her. When she comes 
to, the stranger seems physically fine but does not want 
to talk. She says her name is Elsa but refuses to answer 
questions. There then begins a strange relationship in 
which they gradually open up and warm to each other 
without ever totally revealing the secrets that haunt 
them. Whatever the cost, they both continue to protect 
themselves. Who is Elsa? What is she hiding? What is 
the life she is escaping from?

•	The new online French literary success after Agnès 
Martin-Lugand, Aurélie Valognes and Bruno Combes.

•	A tale of two voices that explore the masculine and 
femine versions of a love story, similar to Katarina 
Mazetti’s Le mec de la tombe d’à côté (sold in 22 terri-
tories).

•	A love story that grows gradually, and in which we 
learn about the characters, their secrets, their story, at 
the same time as they do.

•	Brittany as a setting and horses in the background, 
two ingredients that make this tale a charming one.
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Original title: La délicatesse du homard
320 pp.
May 2017

Material Available: pdf
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Bruno Combes
Bruno Combes was born in Bordeaux, France. He works as a consultant for 
the pharmaceutical industry, and lives in the picturesque village of Saint Emilion 
amidst the vineyards. Only If You Wish was an online success before it was published 
by Michel Lafon.

WOMEN’S FICTION / FEEL GOOD

Only If You Wish
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He has never stopped waiting for her… she has never 
forgotten him!

From the outside, Camille has the perfect life: married 
to a man from a good family, a job as a well-respected 
lawyer, two children… And yet the life is draining from 
her marriage.  Her husband neglects her, her in-laws are 
contemptuous of her and her teenage daughter is glued 
to her mobile phone… Only her son, Lucas, brings her 
some solace.  And so, when her first love gets in touch 
again after 27 years, she lets herself be carried away in a 
whirlwind of emotions.

Stephen is a second-hand book seller who lives between 
Paris and London, where he has bookshops. Taking ad-
vantage of a business trip to London she sees him again 
and learns that he has never stopped loving her.  Initial-
ly she falls under his charm again but then ends their 
relationship.  Her children are too important to her for 
her to put her family life at risk.  
Several months later she receives a manuscript written by 
Stephen in which he tells the story of their relationship, 
from the first look to the last kiss.  However, the book is 
unfinished and the ending will be up to her… 
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Original title: Seulement si tu en as 
envie
288 pp.
June 2016

Material Available: pdf

Rights SOLD: Serbia (Vulkan Izdavastvo).

copies sold40 000
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Angélique Barbérat 
Brought up in close contact with her Russian grandfather who regaled her with folk tales, 
Angélique Barbérat has always written. An inveterate traveller, mother of six children 
and storyteller in American schools, she now offers the public this novel.  

THRILLER

The Very Moment When Destinies Meet
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A red stain seeping out onto the pillow under the hair of 
his dead mother, killed by the blows of her husband, his 
father: this is the sight witnessed by a five-year-old boy, 
Kyle… How can one live after that?  Kyle throws himself 
blindly into music, something his mother had loved… 
Twenty years after the crime, he is the front man of a 
successful rock band and famous the world over.  But 
out of his depth when it comes to happiness.  

Coryn, only daughter of a family of 11 children, falls 
into her father’s warped plan to get her out of poverty: 
marrying a rich man who is “madly in love” with her.  
Madly being the operative word.  Unhealthily jealous 
and indescribably violent, he has three children with 
her and cuts her off from the rest of the world.  All her 
dreams crumble.  

How on earth could this international star and this pri-
soner meet each other?  There is a way: a car accident 
unites them in an instant – the instant when destinies 
meet.  It is long enough for them to “recognise” each 
other without understanding why and for each of them 
to be pulled into a web of love that gets woven more 
strongly each day, despite the physical distance that 
separates them, fear in her case and, for him, the ove-
rwhelming demands of a devouring career.  Will they 
manage to experience the relationship their feelings 
desire?
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Original title: L’instant précis 
où les destins s’entremêlent
448 pp.
January 2014

Material Available: pdf

20 000 copies sold in France. 

Rights SOLD: Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), 
Spain (Penguin Random House), Russia 
(Eksmo).
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Thomas Pesquet 

PHOTOGRAPHY / GIFT BOOK / HOT TITLE

EARTH(s). A Show From Space
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Original title: Terre(s). Depuis 
l’espace la planète s’offre en spectacle
320 pp.
200 pictures
28,5 x 36,5 cm
4 colour illustrations
Bound
Dust jacket

November 2017

Material Available: pdf

Picture selection can be tailored 
for each country

An ode to the astonishing beauty – and the fragility – of 
our planet Earth.

Born in Rouen in 1978, Thomas Pesquet is a French 
aerospace engineer, pilot and the youngest European 
Space Agency astronaut to date. After training for more 
than seven years, he was selected for a six-month mis-
sion on the International Space Station, from November 
2016 to June 2017.  
He speaks 5 languages: French, English, Spanish, German 
and Russian.

During the course of his space voyage, Thomas Pesquet 
did not only conduct 60 scientific experiments and 
complete 2 spacewalks. 

Endlessly fascinated by the beauty of our home planet 
seen from high above, Thomas also took hundreds of 
photographs. 
Whether pictures of natural wonders or man-made 
phenomena, all are magnificent and mesmerizing.
TERRE(s) invites us to the show. 

•	Beyond StarWars: space movies are all the rage - 
think recent box-office hits The Martian, Gravity, 
Guardians of the Galaxy and Interstellars

•	Benchmark: The Earth From Above, over 2 million 
copies sold in 20 territories

•	Nicknamed the Superstar Spaceman, Thomas Pesquet’s 
daily tweets from the Space station were eagerly chec-
ked by his 600.000 Tweeter followers from around the 
world. 

Highlight
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Sarah Marquis 
Swiss born Sarah Marquis is an adventurer and a solo extreme walker. She has explored 
the world alone and on foot, subsequently writing very successful books about her 
adventures: her three-year journey from Siberia to Australia, her eight-month expedition 
to the Andes mountain range, and her three months of survival, alone and without food 
reserves, in the wild Australian West. She was nominated 2014 National Geographic’s 
Adventurer Of The Year, and is a regular speaker on the international motivational talk 
circuit 

WELL-BEING / LIFESTYLE / GIFT

Nature In Daily Life
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The tips and secrets of an extreme adventurer to boost 
your daily well-being
Superbly illustrated book that will make you feel better 
just by looking at it! 

During the course of her expeditions, Sarah Marquis has 
discovered how best to keep slim, preserve her energy, 
keep morale in the face of every trial and confront the 
obstacles she met along the way.  Here she offers us the 
wisdom of that experience.

In this book, you will find out: how to understand your 
body’s needs, balance your diet, manage your sleep, 
avoid stress, deal intelligently with hydration, maintain 
your physique (walking, breathing, stretching), boost 
your energy in the morning (the miracles of sage tea!), 
fight flu with lemon and ginger, whiten your teeth with 
coconut oil, take care of your skin and find well-being 
through contact with nature.

« Serendipity »
« My cooking essentials »
« I eat »
« Daily actions »
« A good deed a day »
« An adventurous life »
« Travelling alone »
« The beauty of nature »
« 30-minute challenge »
« Caring for the environment »
« We wash too much »
« My active life, organisation », and much more!

•	Your bedside well-being book and an ideal gift for your 
friends

•	A best-selling author – Sauvage par nature sold over 
70 000 copies.

•	The credibility of lived experience.
•	The very « on-trend » need to avoid over-use of 

conventional medication and to return to the natural.
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Original title: La nature au quotidien
210 pp.
4 colour illustrations
November 2017

Material Available:
Pdf, English translation

Best-selling

Author



TRAVEL / ADVENTURE / FIRST PERSON NARRATIVE

Instincts
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3 Months Solo Walking in the Wild West of Australia. 

« To survive in nature, you have to forget your human 
body and follow your animal instincts... » 

Sarah had prepared for this trip – on her own admis-
sion, her most difficult expedition – her whole life: a 
3-month expedition without supplies or money, in the 
fearsome virgin territory of Kimberley with its savanna, 
gorges and rainforests. 
Knowledge of flora and fauna is the best tool for survi-
val. Her daily routine involves picking the fruit of the 
baobab tree and hunting insects or snakes. She had to 
perfect the art of fishing and master the times of the 
tides to make sea water drinkable with a porcelain filter. 
In the kingdom of crocodiles, she is on constant loo-
kout: she knows that the slightest carelessness could be 
fatal... 

Original title: Instincts
Orig. language: French
273 pp.
October 2016

Material Available:
Pdf, English translation 

30 000 copies sold 

Rights SOLD: Germany (Piper Verlag).

27

Sarah Marquis

TRAVEL / ADVENTURE / FIRST PERSON NARRATIVE

Wild By Nature

A 3-Year Hike from Siberia to South Australia.

« Over the first three months, the body and mind are 
cleansed. After that, your body no longer hurts and 
the mind is freed. » 

Armed only with a 30-kilo backpack for a 20,000-kilo-
meter odyssey, she experienced the superb scenery of 
Lake Baikal and the lush jungle of Laos, the wild splen-
dor of the wolves of Siberia and the snow leopards of the 
Gobi Desert. She also had to deal with hostile climates, 
the daily struggle to find food, drug traffickers and 
other impromptu adventures. She willingly embraced 
cold, hunger, pain and extreme solitude. Her rewards 
were the majesty of the landscapes she saw and an inner 
journey that allowed her to develop the philosophy of 
movement she shares with us in this book. 
   
•	The great popularity of true adventure stories 
•	A book that encourages all readers to enjoy the fulfil-

ment of breaking out of their comfort zone 

Original title: Sauvage par nature
304 pp.
May 2014

Material Available: pdf

65 000 copies sold

Rights SOLD: English (Thomas Dunne 
Books), Germany (Piper Verlag), Italy 
(Sperling & Kupfer), Russia, (Eksmo). 
Australian rights to Allen & Unwin.

National
Géographic
Adventurer
of the year
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Céline Copier 
Céline Copier is a passionate multi-tasker. In 2010, juggling a pressurised job and 
2 young children, she created the website Femmesdebordees.fr in 2010 to provide 
and share practical solutions with other women facing the same issue. She is now 
an influencer followed by a sizeable community of over 3.5 million annual visitors.  
Thanks to her powers of organisation, she continues to hold a management role in a 
high-profile company.  

Sophie Lambda  
Sophie Lambda is a young, talented illustrator who knows how to exploit everyday 
situations with great humour.  She has already illustrated numerous practical books, 
works for the press and for leading brands, and posts her humorous insights on her 
blog Sophielambda.com.

SELF-HELP / PRACTICAL 

Overwhelmed Women, The Book That Will Simplify Your Life
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French women’s secret formula for managing their daily 
lives with complete poise.

Are you fed up with running late every morning – and 
every evening? 

Does your life feel like a constant struggle to juggle 
endless chores? 

This book is for you!

With its time saving tips, to-do lists, techniques and 
organisation strategies, this practical How To Simplify 
Your Life guide, written in a fun and guilt-free tone will 
enable you to: 

- Become the queen of organisation
- Easily have a tidy house
- Finish with the never-ending « What am I going 
   to make for dinner tonight? »
- Manage the family plc without stress and with 
   good humour.

•	 Similar to The Life-Changing Magic Of Tidying Up by 
Marie Kondo
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Original title: Femmes débordées, 
Le livre qui va vous simplifier la vie 
au quotidien
192 pp.
August 2017

Material Available: pdf

10.000 copies - Sold out a week 
after publication
10.000 copies reprint

Highlight
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Chantal Thomass 
with Catherine Monroy

Chantal Thomass is a French fashion designer. Renowned for her sexy yet refined 
lingerie, she is one of the biggest icons of French glamour.

MEMOIR

Topsy Turvy, The Amazon Of Fashion
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An unprecedented and intimate glimpse into the life of a 
free spirit who reveals for the first time her professional 
journey as well as her private life as spouse and mother.  

Chantal Thomass has since the 1980s embodied the 
eternal female via her sexy, refined fashion – begin-
ning with her first fashion show devoted to lingerie. 
She created her prêt-à-porter company in 1975 with 
numerous celebrities, such as Brigitte Bardot, for clients 
– they loved the unusual materials she uses (Lurex or 
flannelette, for example). Her transformation of female 
lingerie from purely functional garments into central 
fashion accessories met with world-wide success.    

However, along the way she encountered numerous obs-
tacles: bankruptcy, takeover by Japanese shareholders, 
redundancy, court case – trials and tribulations that suc-
ceeded one another until 2011 when the brand was taken 
over by the Chantelle group.  Today Chantal Thomass 
follows her career with the same passion and energy, col-
laborates in France and abroad with other brands (inte-
rior design, design, advertising, the Crazy Horse, etc) as 
well as overseeing her shops in over 30 countries. Now, 
at 70 years old, she is publishing her first autobiography.

This is the story of a young girl from the suburbs who 
dreams of breaking away from the life of her parents.  
A shy girl riddled with complexes who doesn’t smile or 
speak and who only comes to life when dancing by her-
self in the extravagant costumes she creates – the only 
real connection she has with her dressmaker mother.  
With Bruce Thomass, the boy she met when she was 15 
and who would become her husband and business par-
tner of 25 years, she broke conventions in the world of 
haute couture to succeed in a predominantly male world.  
With her good friends such as Thierry Mugler and Jean-
Charles de Castelbajac, not to mention Kenzo and Karl 
Lagerfeld, she experienced the craziness of catwalks and 
the Palace years – as well as the slaughter of the AIDS 
years – and climbed to the very top of the career pole.  

This is a free, uncompromising woman who won nume-
rous battles and lost a fair few… After being ousted from 
her own label by Japanese shareholders and a painful sepa-
ration from her first love and husband, Chantal Thomass 
fell in love again, won back her name and her place in the 
world of fashion and became the French icon of lingerie.
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Samia Maktouf 
Born in Sousse, Tunisia, in 1963, Samia Maktouf came to France in the 1980s to study 
law at Sorbonne University in Paris. She has been a member of the Paris and Tunisia Bars 
for the past 20 years and was admitted to the International Criminal Court Bar in 2014. 
Fluent in French, Arabic and English and one of France’s most famous lawyers 
specializing in international islamist terrorism, she is regularly interviewed by French 
and foreign media.

TERRORISM / FIRST PERSON NARATIVE

They chose to preach death, I shall defend life
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A woman and a lawyer’s fight against ISIS
« Today’s terrorists no longer have a face, anyone we 
meet may be one of them.» 

Born in Tunisia, Samia Maktouf moved to France to 
study law. While her initial clientele consisted mainly 
of businessmen and high-flyers, her career took a turn 
when she started defending dispossessed migrants in 
the wake of the Arab Spring first, and victims of islamist 
terrorist attacks soon after, serving as their advocate in 
the official investigations. 

A tireless investigator, she has built an immense data-
base and laid out the connections between various ISIS 
attacks across Europe and North Africa, pointing to the 
responsibility of only a handful of key figures in the ISIS 
hierarchy. A pugnacious lawyer, she is not afraid to sue 
the French state for intelligence failings that allow ter-
rorists to travel to Syria and back. 

Already on the receiving end of regular death threats, 
her life changed forever and her fight became a crusade 
when two of her close friends were killed in the Bata-
clan terrorist attacks.
She swore to fight terrorism and radicalization, both as 
a lawyer and a person, and to defend life as much as 
those terrorists flaunt their love for death.
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Alain Deloche 
Alain Deloche is an internationally renowned heart surgeon, Emeritus Professor 
at the University of Paris 5, co-founder of Médecins sans Frontières and Médecins 
du Monde and founder of La Chaîne de l’Espoir. 

FIRST PERSON NARRATIVE

A White Elephant Doesn’t Change Colour
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A dynamic, joyful book, a real adventure story.  

When he retired from his job as head of the cardio-vas-
cular unit at the Georges Pompidou hospital, he was not 
at a loss. Another life awaited him via the organisation 
La Chaîne de l’Espoir that he had created years earlier to 
help children in developing countries – where a simple 
operation could save them from imminent death.  

This is the fabulous adventure that he recounts in this 
book. For humanitarian aid involves far more than 
just kind sentiments! It began with “D-I-Y operations” 
in makeshift hospitals in Vietnam, Cambodia and  
elsewhere when he would suddenly realise, in the 
middle of open-heart surgery, that there was no oxygen 
or blood for transfusion. It would doubtless be better 
to operate on sick children in Paris; however, there 
were thousands of them and getting them there was no 
simple task.  

He had to publicise his organisation in the media to raise 
the necessary money. That did not always meet with 
success but occasionally a couple would turn up and 
say such things as: “Professor, we were moved by your 
words, we want to make a small gesture…” A small ges-
ture that consisted of 4 million euros! Enough to build 
a hospital – but much more was needed to fulfil Alain’s 
dream of building many local hospitals. And so he did, 
in Saigon, Cambodia, Dakar and Bamako, earning him 
the nickname of “Professor Bricks and Mortar”.

The task did not stop at building; teams of staff also 
needed to be trained on the ground. With the compli-
cation that in certain places the “good white doctor” 
had become an enemy and had to learn to save others 
without perishing himself. Despite this, Alain Deloche 
never gave up his mission: “Because we cannot deprive 
people of everything just because they have nothing.”

•	The larger-than-life personality of Alain Deloche.
•	A restoration of the human aspect of medical care that 

patients, but also doctors, so sorely lack in big western 
hospitals.
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Abdel Sellou 
Abdel Sellou is a kid from the suburbs left to fend for himself who became 
an impromptu medical assistant for a physically disabled millionaire.  He now lives 
in Algeria with his wife and three children, where he runs a chicken farm. He remains 
close to Philippe Pozzo di Borgo, who lives in Morocco with his second wife and two 
children

TRUE STORY / MOVIE TIE-IN

You Changed My Life
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The Upside, the Weinstein remake 
of  Intouchables - the film starring 
Kevin Hart and Bryan Cranston 
will be releasing in March 2018. 

The true story of « Driss » from Intouchables 

« Compared to the film, what we did was a lot worse! 
Nothing could stop us, Philippe and I! We lived life to the 
full! »

And yet he hadn’t wanted this job to start with.  He had 
only just been released from prison, had no work expe-
rience, no desire to play at being nursemaid – and as for 
rich people… But he was the one Philippe wanted – the 
others were too inhibited and too full of pity.  

Nothing to fear with Abdel in that direction! Each of 
them unhesitatingly gave the other his chance, without 
even realising at first, in what amounted to a mutual 
challenge to transform their respective weaknesses into 
strengths.  

In this book, Abdel Sellou – who remained extremely 
reticent during the Intouchables phenomenon – gives 
us a surprising account of that fabulous adventure that 
constitutes life lesson, maiden voyage and a hilarious 
meander with moments of explosive emotion all rolled 
into one.  In short, a good slap in the face for conven-
tional ideas.   
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France. 

Rights SOLD: Germany (Ullstein), Spain 
(Salamandra), Italy, (Salani), Poland 
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The phenomenon of Intouchables 
the movie: 15 million viewers… 
and still counting!
The personal version of the other 
« hero ».  An exclusive account.
A key figure without whom the 
story of the Intouchables would 
not exist.
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Patricia Darré 
Patricia Darré is a radio journalist and a renowned psychic.

SPIRITUALITY / FIRST PERSON NARRATIVE

There Is Somebody Home
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Everything is a sign and every sign is a message

Mediumship, presence of the « other side », supernatural 
phenomena: nobody admits believing in these things but 
everyone is interested in them.

We are never alone. Everywhere is « inhabited »: forests, 
mountains and also houses. Everybody has felt suddenly 
anxious in certain environments or, on the contrary, at 
peace or exhilarated. Homes we have chosen to live in, 
old farmhouses, fortresses or castles, are sometimes in-
habited by souls who still believe themselves the owners 
of the place and attack the new occupants.  In this book, 
Patricia Darré recounts the fascinating experiences she 
has had in these « haunted » places into which she has 
been brought to free them of these malevolent forces.  

She doesn’t turn up with a crucifix and holy water. Ra-
ther, she spends a day and a night – or several – and 
observes: moving furniture, knocks on doors, sighs, 
smells, shouts, weeping… and terrified residents who 
are losing their physical and sometimes mental well-
being.  Then she investigates: who has lived here?  What 
happened to them?  And she tries to get in contact – to 
negotiate and free not the house but the tormented soul 
from the suffering that keeps them prisoner.  It is a work 
of compassion and love, with surprising results.  

That said, there is no need to search out ghosts to feel 
the « psychic matter » of a place and the author explains 
how to do this.  She also teaches us not to be afraid of 
certain presences that we feel or even see when half-
asleep.  These are perhaps beloved souls who come to 
visit us or unknown beings who seek to protect, advise 
or warn us of a danger.  
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Original title: Il y a quelqu’un dans 
la maison
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February 2018

Material Available: soon

The success of Patricia Darré’s 
previous books:  

Un souffle vers l’éternité, (A breath of 
eternity): 60 000 copies sold

Les Lumières de l’invisible, (Lights of the 
invisible) : 75 000 copies sold in hardcover

L’Invisible et la science, (The invisible and 
science): more than 31 000 copies sold

N’ayez pas peur de la vie, (Don’t be 
scared of life): 40 000 copies sold

Rights for Un soufflé vers l’éternité 
SOLD: Italy (Rizzoli), Spain (Esfera 
de Libros) and Turquey (Pegasus), Poland 
(We Publishing).
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Luc Langevin 
Born in 1983 in Quebec, Luc Langevin is an internationally famous and award-winning  
Canadian illusionist.  An engineering physics graduate with a masters degree in optics,  
his early fascination was in physics before turning to magic – which he always viewed 
from a logical, rational perspective.  For him, the art of illusion is merely a means 
of playing with natural laws that we do not yet understand.  With a unique blend of 
science, magic, poetry and great illusions, Luc Langevin is today an icon in the resurgence 
of the magic show. 

PSYCHOLOGY / PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

The Keys Of Magic 
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The countless powers Luc Langevin displays stir the 
imagination and in this entertaining and educatio-
nal book, he shares part of his magic with us.  As he 
explains: We all live in a world we construct inside our 
heads.  Mine is ruled by mathematics, consisting of par-
ticles and shaped by forces invisible to the naked eye.  
What we call supernatural is very subjective.  He lifts the 
veil on a fascinating world by introducing us to the phy-
sical phenomena of chemistry, biology, psychokinesis, 
quantum entanglement and magnetism that give, even 
in the 21st century, the magic impression of running 
counter to the laws of nature.

Luc Langevin’s world of magic is all the more fascina-
ting because he also uses cognitive illusion to fool our 
brains – which generate 90% of our visual information.  
He knows how to manipulate that 90% by controlling 
our brain, which he compares to a passageway to which 
he shuts or opens the doors in order to lead us where 
he wants.  Sharing the secrets of his power over the hu-
man brain, he gives us the keys to becoming masters of 
psychology so that we can positively influence our rela-
tionships and succeed in negotiations, job interviews, 
oral exams or seduction attempts in all spheres.  In 
short, he proposes that we appropriate the maxim that 
guides his art: If your greatest dreams seem unattainable 
to you, believe me that is only an illusion. 

•	A book that is both educational and entertaining, in 
the model of Stephen Hawking (George’s Secret Key to 
the Universe), A Brief History of Time, Mickaël Launay 
and Cédric Villani’s Birth of a Theorem. It will delight 
lovers of pop science programmes. 

•	 A useful work that offers real keys to improving people’s 
lives through relational psychology. 
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Jean Verne
Jean Verne is the writer’s great-grandson and sole holder of the rights to his work.  
His illustrious ancestor has always exercised a marked influence over his life.  Ori-
ginally a singer, Jean Verne is now the music advising inspector for the Strasbourg 
Regional Office of Cultural Affairs.

Rémi Guerin 
Rémi Guerin is an author and comic strip story writer, notably of the City Hall series 
which has won numerous awards and is largely inspired by the world of Jules Verne

COFFEE TABLE BOOK / BIOGRAPHY / GIFT

Jules Verne, Memoir Of An Eccentric
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February 2018: the 190th anniversary of Jules Verne’s 
birth.

There is Jules Verne the visionary, the playwright, the 
novelist – but also Jules Verne the hypochondriac, the 
Nantais as well as the Amiénois, the husband and fa-
ther, the traveller, the rejected lover… As well as Jules 
Verne the imaginary author, for there was a time when 
the world doubted his existence. Many labels can be 
applied to him and he led many lives all rolled into one.  
Above all he is known for his “Extraordinary Journeys”, 
a work that made him immortal. But what do we know 
of the man hidden behind the author?
Today the most widely translated French author in the 
world whose works are among the most popular in the 
history of literature, he remains a fascinating figure who 
suffered from lack of recognition in his own lifetime, 
a man riddled with contradictions and whims, torn 
between desire and disillusionment. What obstacles and 
joys did he encounter in his life? How did the young 
man destined to become a lawyer who would take over 
his father’s practice become one of the greatest authors 
who has ever lived and a pioneer of science fiction?
In the run-up to the 190th anniversary of Jules Verne’s 
birth, here is a beautiful work about an extraordinary 
author that gives the reader the opportunity to linger 
over each page. It is hard to imagine what Verne would 
have thought of this world and equally hard to imagine 
our society, inventions, desire for discovery and need 
to explore the frontiers of the universe without the 
legacy of his “Extraordinary Journeys” that we dream 
of making ourselves.  This book takes us on a quest to 
discover his most important voyage, the one that never 
appeared in his novels: his own.  

•	 Jules Verne: internationally celebrated author known 
to generations of readers.

•	A work presented by Jean Verne, the writer’s great-
grandson.

•	An exceptional collaboration with the Jules Verne 
museum of Nantes.
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Pablo de Santis  
Pablo De Santis is a writer, journalist and comic strip writer. 
His previous works have sold in 20 countries and have been adapted 
for television and cinema. He was awarded the Planeta / Casa 
de America Literary Award 2007 for his novel El Enigma De Paris 
(The Paris Enigma) and the National Prize 2012 of Children’s Literature 
of Argentina. 

Juan Sàenz Valiente
Born in Buenos Aires in 1981, Juan Saenz Valiente is an illustrator. 
He made a name for himself with early works such as the animated 
short Jubilados (2003) and the comic strip album Sarna (2005). 
He previously collaborated with Pablo de Santis on comic strip album 
L’hypnotiseur (2010), which was nominated for RTL Award 
and adapted as a T.V. series by HBO. He has recently been awarded 
the Carlos Trillo Award (Argentina).

GRAPHIC NOVEL / NOIR / FANTASY

Cobalt

« Worthy of the best Hollywood noirs… stylish, wacky, and often funny, a touch of fantasy in a decidly tough 
world. » Télérama
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An original fantasy thriller by Pablo De Santis.
A promising young author, recent winner of the Carlos 
Trillo prize.

Mr Cobalt, a pharmacist in his sixties, is actually an 
agent who has long been « dormant ». 
Mr Cuivre, an old acquaintance of Cobalt’s, turns up at 
the pharmacy and asks him to carry out one final mis-
sion. 
To eliminate four people… 
Cobalt has no desire to resume service but the situation 
is desperate… 
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Nathalie Jomard 
Nathalie Jomard Nathalie Jomard is a French illustrator, blogger and mother. 
Her blog, Petit précis de grumeautique 1 (Little guide to sproghood 1), in which 
she details, with humour and sarcasm, the ups and downs of life with her child 
nicknamed « the Sprog » gave birth to six albums, three in the Sprog series and three 
of the celebrated « Bouboule Cat ». She has also illustrated a dozen comic strips, 
notably the French adaptation of Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus. 

COMICS / HUMOUR / GIFT

The Illustrated Little Sprog • Vol. 3
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Hilarious chronicles of the author’s love life après bébé.

After heroically surviving the destructive toddler years 
of two beloved sprogs, the legendary domestic terro-
rists, trainers of snot and persecutors of an overweight 
cat, Nathalie Jomard attempts to re-establish a sem-
blance of privacy with her partner – by revealing some 
of their secrets. 

With cutting humour and self-deprecation, the author 
gives us her hectic and hilarious chronicles of the trials 
and tribulations of love.  
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Anne Robillard  
Anne Robillard is the most widely read French language author of heroic fantasy in 
the world.  With more than 3 million copies sold, she is one of the best-selling authors 
in the genre. Her novels are eagerly awaited by passionate devotees.  Her Chevaliers 
d’Émeraude series has become a classic. 

Tiburce Oger   
Tiburce Oger is a celebrated author in the Fantasy genre. His previous works include 
the Gorn series’ first volume Vents d’Ouest, Orull, Le faiseur de nuages with Denis-Pierre 
Filippi, L’auberge du bout du monde and La forêt, published by Casterman.

FANTASY COMICS

The Emerald Knights • Wellan Episode 1
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When Tiburge Oger and Anne Robillard do it again…

A story pulsating with magic and adventure, enhanced 
by the talent of Tiburce Oger ! 

Kira, the child with purple skin and pointed ears, has 
been entrusted to the Emerald Knights, formidable 
warrior magicians.  She becomes a young apprentice in 
this order (which was resuscitated by King Emerald I) 
whom the other members have to protect – since she 
seems to be of intense interest to the Black Emperor and 
his army of insect-men who are threatening to invade 
the kingdom of Enkidiev. 
Kira has to ensure the protection of the bearer of light 
from the land of the insect-men to the kingdom of the 
elves and from the provinces named after precious 
stones to the land of shadows.  With the assistance of 
the seven Emerald Knights, Kira must withstand the 
forces of Evil.  
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Maureen Wingrove (aka Diglee) 
Internet phenomenon Maureen Wingrove alias Diglee, 28, is a celebrated blogger 
and inspired illustrator. Having studied art in Lyon, she created her blog in 2007, 
based on humorous anecdotes about her daily life, the content of which was later 
published in two volumes as a comic strip (Autobiographie d’une fille gaga and 
Confessions d’une glitter addict). 
Mémoires d’une jeune guenon dérangée is the opening volume of her first youth series.  

FICTION / YA

Memoirs Of A Deranged Young Gorilla • Vol. 1
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A revelation in teenage fiction!

Cléopatre is 14 years old, has three cats and divorced 
parents (a publisher mother constantly on her case 
and an unemployed English father) and a little sister 
who loves seals. She is regularly on the receiving end of 
taunts delivered by someone she is secretly interested 
in: Clément M, the most sadistic but also most attrac-
tive guy at school. To top it all, she is so hairy she bears 
more relationship to a female gorilla than a human.

Fortunately, her BFF Chloé is there to organise tele-
phone pranks and other spying missions in the gar-
den, thereby taking her mind of her existential crises 
(such as her acquisition of braces JUST before the 
Halloween party).

This year, however, two newbies show up in class 4C… 
And they may well change Cléo’s life. 

•	The French Fab Confessions Of Georgia Nicolson by 
Louise Rennison

•	The first in a three-volume series starring a funny, 
touching and off-the-wall heroine 
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Olivier Peru 
Olivier Peru, is a prolific and multi-faceted French author and illustrator. He has written 
novels (Druide, Imaginales des lycéens prize 2013; Martyrs, best fantasy novel 2014), 
and comic strips (Zombies And Elfes) and contributed to Simon Astier’s Hero Corp 
series. Darryl Ouvremonde is the first project to come out of his transmedia writing 
studio, bringing to life a character who has haunted him for over eight years.  

FANTASY NOVEL / YA

Darryl Openworld
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Magic, friendship, parallel worlds, fantasy and suspense! 

To all outward appearances, Darryl is an ordinary high 
school student from Montreal.  Every night, however, 
he goes to the Openworld, a reality hidden behind our 
own that can only be reached via glyph-locks created by 
secular magic. 
This world is as ancient as ours but has followed a very 
different path; there, nothing is more sacred than infor-
mation – better to be informed in a world in which eve-
rything seems possible and where people often argue 
over magic.  Does magic really exist?  For Darryl, who 
everywhere encounters evil genies, sprites, self-proclai-
med witches, vifbyrds (birds that also act as cameras) 
and all sorts of strange creatures, it is on every hand.  

During his nocturnal adventures, Darryl turns into a 
rookie « journalyst » for Openworld’s most respected 
newspaper, The Lookout. One evening, accompanied 
by his boss – the famous Tortup, whose questionable 
character is rivalled only by his talent for uncovering 
a scoop – he sets off for Crow Corpse island where all 
the inhabitants have disappeared during the night.  To-
gether they will discover a mystery that could change 
Openworld… and ours.

•	 Second best start on Ulule.com (crowdfunding site), 
with 10 000 euros collected in 13 minutes!

•	Oliver Peru’s beautiful illustrations
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Camille Pujol 
Camille Pujol, 16 years old and a passionate reader and writer, has made a name 
for herself on the self-publishing site Wattpad where she has thousands of followers. 
One of the 10 most read French authors on Wattpad

FICTION / YA

Blue
A novel that brings together all the ingredients that will 
appeal to teenagers: friendship, love, mystery and dif-
ference 

Blue is not a typical teenager... Only 17, she is hiding 
a terrible secret that has forced her and her family to 
move suddenly and remain discreet and anonymous. 
But her strange blue hair inevitably draws everyone’s at-
tention and excites the curiosity of the pupils at her new 
school. How can she disappear into the crowd when her 
violent ex has turned up again her and Nathan, a young 
man with a shady reputation, is determined to expose 
her? 

Original title: Blue
220 pp.
January 2017

Material Available: pdf

A phenomenal Wattpad success: 
already 6.7 million readers!
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Morgane Bicail 
Morgane Bicail, 17, became known through Wattpad where her stories have been read 
several million times.  Her first novel, PhonePlay, was a 2016 publishing phenomenon 
with over 60,000 copies sold. 

FICTION / YA

Don’t Get Involved
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Sixteen-year-old Alexie Browner leads a quiet and 
ordered life. Unlike her neighbour, the seductive and 
enigmatic Jérémy, who embraces every risk and chal-
lenge with gusto.  Driving at breakneck speed through 
the town centre, he introduces his new friend to an 
adrenalin rush that is a million miles from her usual 
teenage preoccupations.

His expectations do not end there: he also wants her to 
become his new co-pilot who will accompany him on 
his craziest challenges. Is there any future for this dan-
gerous relationship that has to remain secret and which 
is overshadowed by Jérémy’s stubborn silence about his 
previous co-pilot?  
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PhonePlay, her first novel, was the 
best-selling youth novel by a French 
author in 2016 with more than 60 
000 copies sold. Rights sold to Italy.
Another powerful story with cha-
racters that teenagers will identify 
with.

readersWattpad7 million
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Dana Skoll  
Dana Skoll is the pen name of a well-known French crime fiction writer.

FANTASY

Syberia

118, Avenue Achille Peretti • 92 200 Neuilly Sur Seine • France                       Foreign Rights : Honorine Dupuy d’Angeac • honorine@michel-lafon.com

A visually stunning and imaginative epic full of twists 
and turns based on the original work of B.H. Sokal

Kate Walker, a young American lawyer, is sent to the little 
mountain village of Valadilène to finalise the takeover of 
a factory producing automated toys that belongs to the 
Voralberg family. 
However, once there she discovers that the new heir, 
Hans Voralberg, has disappeared to eastern European.  
Creator of automated toys of genius, he has spent his life 
looking for the last living mammoths on earth, going as 
far as northern Siberia on his mission. Kate has to find 
him to conclude her deal. She will be confronted along 
the way by numerous characters and strange places that 
will make her question her life. 

•	Over 2.5 million copies sold of the video games Sybe-
ria 1 and 2

•	A release that has been awaited for 10 years!
•	A synergetic video game/novel concept that has 

already worked well: 
Assassin’s Creed: over 400 000 copies sold (8 volumes)
Minecraft over 120 000 copies sold of the 5 novels 
published 
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Original title: Syberia
316 pp.
March 2017

Material Available: pdf

Rights SOLD: Poland (Merlin 
Publishing).
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